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Abstract

This research explores the challenges and opportunities of implementing multisectoral
education in disadvantaged areas through a literature review. The main findings
identified barriers such as limited infrastructure, technology and human resources, as
well as the complexity of inter-sectoral coordination and cultural barriers. However,
there are significant opportunities that can be utilised, including the use of digital
technology for distance learning, cross-sector collaboration to overcome funding and
infrastructure limitations and the integration of local wisdom in the education
curriculum. With the right strategies and collaborative efforts, the implementation of
multisectoral education in disadvantaged areas has the potential to substantially
improve education quality and community welfare. This study provides important
insights for policymakers and education practitioners in designing and implementing
inclusive and sustainable education programmes in these areas.
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Introduction

Education is one of the main pillars in the development of a nation. A good and
equitable quality of education can encourage the economic, social and cultural progress
of society. The quality of education is the extent to which the education system is able
to achieve certain educational objectives such as character building, skill enhancement,
and knowledge development that are relevant to the needs of individuals and society
(Firdausih & Aslan, 2024) ; (Judijanto & Aslan, 2024) ; (Puspitasari & Aslan, 2024) . The
quality of education can be measured through various dimensions such as learning
effectiveness, education management efficiency, curriculum relevance, and equitable
access to education. Factors such as teacher competence, teaching methods, facilities
and infrastructure, and a conducive learning environment also greatly influence the high
or low quality of education provided (Sitopu et al., 2024) ; (Guna et al., 2024) ; (lksal et
al., 2024) ; (Fawait et al., 2024) .

The importance of quality education lies in its significant impact on individual
development and societal progress. Quality education plays a role in equipping
individuals with the skills and knowledge needed to participate effectively in a
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competitive modern economy. More broadly, a quality education system promotes
equality, enhances social mobility and minimises economic inequality (Khachadoorian-
Elia, 2024) . At the community and country level, good education can increase economic
productivity, nurture innovation and build a strong foundation for sustainable
development . Thus, investing in improving the quality of education is one of the
strategic steps that can be taken to ensure a better future for individuals and society as
a whole. However, in underdeveloped areas, the challenge of providing proper
education is still enormous. Underdeveloped areas are often faced with various
obstacles such as limited infrastructure, lack of qualified teaching staff, low accessibility,
and lack of educational facilities and infrastructure (Evershine et al., 2024) .

Multisectoral education is an approach that involves various sectors in the
development and delivery of education. This approach does not rely solely on the
education sector, but also involves the health sector, infrastructure, economy, as well
as community and private sector participation. Multisectoral-based education is
considered capable of providing a more comprehensive and sustainable solution,
especially in areas with complex challenges (Ofori, 2021) . However, implementing
multisectoral education in disadvantaged areas is not easy. Although this approach
promises many advantages, in reality there are many obstacles that hinder its effective
implementation. These challenges include a lack of coordination between sectors,
limited budgets and a lack of understanding of how to implement multisectoral
approaches on the ground (Sourav & Ngang, 2022) .

On the other hand, there are also opportunities that can be utilised to improve
the quality and accessibility of education in disadvantaged areas. For example, the
development of information technology can help overcome geographical and
infrastructural challenges. In addition, aid programmes from governments and
international organisations also provide new hope for education in disadvantaged areas
(Hussein et al., 2022).

Therefore, this study aims to identify in detail the challenges and opportunities
in implementing multisectoral-based education in disadvantaged areas through a
literature review.

Research Methods

The study in this research uses the literature method. Literature research
method, or often referred to as literature study, is a research approach that aims to
review and analyse existing literature on a particular topic. This research involves
collecting, reviewing, and critically evaluating various sources such as books, journal
articles, research reports, theses, dissertations, and relevant and reliable online sources
(Raco, 2018) ; (Adlini et al., 2022) ; (Suyitno, 2021) . The steps in literature research usually
include identification of the research problem or topic, search and selection of relevant
literature, organisation and synthesis of information, and writing a literature review that
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presents an overview and critical analysis of existing findings. This method is important
for building a strong theoretical foundation, identifying gaps in previous research, as
well as directing further empirical research (Sukmadinata, 2009) .

Results and Discussion
Challenges Faced in the Implementation of Multisectoral Education in Disadvantaged
Areas

The implementation of multisectoral education in disadvantaged areas faces a
number of complex challenges. Firstly, limited infrastructure is a major obstacle. In
many disadvantaged areas, access to educational facilities, such as adequate school
buildings and learning equipment, is minimal. Limited road and transport infrastructure
also hinders students' and teachers' access to education locations, leading to
inequitable learning opportunities (Purwa & Cendekia ., 2022)

Secondly, the lack of qualified teaching staff is a serious problem.
Underdeveloped regions often struggle to attract competent teaching staff due to
limited facilities and inadequate incentives. This has an impact on the low quality of
education received by students in these areas. Training and development programmes
for teaching staff are rarely implemented due to limited resources (Suroso, 2021) .

Thirdly, the economic factors of communities in disadvantaged areas also
influence the implementation of multisectoral education. Many families in these areas
are below the poverty line, so their priorities are more likely to be fulfilling basic daily
needs than education. Many children end up having to help their parents work instead
of attending school, reducing enrolment in the formal education system (Fleming &
Mullen, 2023).

Fourth, the availability of resources and support from different sectors is often
uneven. Multisectoral education requires close collaboration between the government,
the private sector and the community. Unfortunately, in disadvantaged areas, cross-
sectoral coordination and cooperation is still not optimal. The lack of investment from
the private sector and weak programme planning and implementation at the local level
exacerbate this situation (Hartley & Ruby, 2021) .

Finally, cultural and social constraints are also a challenge. Some regions have
values or traditions that may not place importance on formal education. In addition,
language and communication can also be a barrier if the language of instruction used is
different from the local language. Effective multisectoral education must embrace and
accommodate this cultural and linguistic diversity to create an inclusive and relevant
learning environment (Joplo ., 2022)

As such, the implementation of multisectoral education in disadvantaged areas
is faced with various challenges involving limited infrastructure, lack of qualified
teaching staff, economic hardship of the communities, imbalance of resources and
support across sectors, and cultural and social constraints. Overcoming these
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challenges requires an integrated approach involving co-operation between the
government, the private sector and local communities. In addition, it is important to
develop education programmes that are relevant to the specific needs and conditions
of disadvantaged areas and ensure that all stakeholders are committed to improving
the quality of education in a sustainable manner.

Opportunities to Improve Multisectoral Education in Disadvantaged Areas

While there are many challenges, there are also opportunities that can be utilised
to improve multisectoral education in disadvantaged areas.

Firstly, digital technologies offer practical solutions to overcome geographical
and infrastructural limitations. E-learning and online learning platforms can reach
students in remote areas, providing access to quality education without being limited
by distance and physical conditions of the school (Ofori, 2021) .

Secondly, collaboration between the government, private sector and non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) can be strengthened to support education
programmes. The role of the private sector in funding, building education infrastructure
and providing other resources is vital. Similarly, NGOs can provide training to teaching
staff and provide new insights into effective learning methods that are relevant to local
communities (Michelini & Stefanel ., 2023)

Thirdly, the integration of education programmes with community development
programmes can provide multiple benefits. For example, programmes that combine
education with local economic development initiatives can increase community
engagement. Thus, investments in education also directly support improved economic
welfare, which in turn increases the ability of families to support their children's
education (Bakhri & Sofyan, 2022) .

Fourth, utilising local potential and local wisdom in the curriculum can make
education more relevant and interesting for students. By integrating local culture and
language in learning, students will feel more connected and motivated to learn. In
addition, vocational education that focuses on practical skills according to local needs
can equip students with abilities that can be directly applied in daily life in their
communities (Tartakover ., 2024)

Finally, increasing public awareness and participation in education is crucial.
Educational campaigns on the importance of education, implemented by the
government and NGOs, can play a big role in changing people's views on education.
These programmes can raise awareness of the long-term benefits of education,
encouraging more families to prioritise schooling and their children's education
(Boateng, 2024).

By capitalising on these opportunities, it is hoped that multisectoral-based
education in disadvantaged areas can be better developed, helping to pave the way for
an improved quality of life and a brighter future for future generations.
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Conclusion

Challenges and opportunities in implementing multisectoral education in
disadvantaged areas are two sides of an inseparable coin. The main challenges include
limited infrastructure, technology and human resources; complex multisectoral
coordination; and cultural and social barriers. These barriers require a holistic and
sustainable approach to be effectively addressed. However, despite these challenges,
there are opportunities that can be utilised to improve the quality and accessibility of
education. The use of digital technology enables distance learning and access to a wider
range of educational resources. Collaboration between the public sector, private sector
and non-governmental organisations can address the lack of funding and infrastructure
support. In addition, the integration of local wisdom and economic relevance in the
curriculum can improve the linkages and direct benefits of education for local
communities.

Overall, the literature shows that with the right strategies, implementing
multisectoral education in disadvantaged areas is not only possible but can also make a
significant difference in improving education quality and community welfare.
Collaborative efforts, the use of technology and community involvement are key to
overcoming challenges and maximising opportunities to achieve the goal of inclusive
and sustainable education.
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