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Abstract 

This literature review aims to look at the school's efforts to become a 
party involved in the socialization of student character formation. 
Schools are formal educational institutions where learning and teaching 
activities take place where children of the same age will interact and 
socialize with each other so that schools also act as agents of 
socialization. School is a socialization agent that enables an individual to 
be able to socialize in a wider environment, namely in the community. 
The efforts made by the school as a party involved in socialization in 
forming students' character include instilling a disciplined attitude, 
forming attachments to social groups, and fostering autonomy. Moral 
discipline really determines the character and personality of students in 
general. In fostering a disciplined attitude, schools implement rules and 
regulations with the aim of making students more disciplined, orderly, 
ethical, and forming student character. Meanwhile, the obstacles faced 
by schools in forming student character are obstacles that originate 
from within the student, obstacles that originate from the family 
environment, and obstacles that originate from peers. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The school as an agent of socialization has an important role in creating 

norms or rules in the school which function to regulate individual and group 

behavior, in this case the student's personality. The school sets various rules 

that each student must follow. Therefore, this socialization must always be 

carried out (Anastasiu, I, 2011). 

Hurlock (Mz, I, 2018) stated that school "is a determining factor for the 

development of a child's (student's) personality, both in thinking, acting and 

how to behave. Schools act as substitutes for families and teachers as 

substitutes for parents." According to Havighurs (Abdullah, I., et al, 2019) 

schools "have an important role or responsibility in helping students achieve 

their developmental tasks". In connection with this, schools should strive to 

create a conducive climate or conditions that can facilitate students 
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(teenagers) to achieve their development. The tasks of adolescent 

development concern aspects of maturity in social interaction, personal 

maturity, maturity in achieving a philosophy of life, and maturity in believing 

and being devoted to God Almighty. 

According to Verhoeven, M., et al (2019), like families, "schools have a 

firm mandate to socialize the cultural values and norms of their nation and 

country. For this reason, the education and teaching process takes place in 

schools. Through the education process, children are introduced to the values 

and norms or culture of their society, nation and country, so they are 

expected to be able to understand, appreciate and practice them in their daily 

lives. All of this is very beneficial for the development of children's 

personalities as individuals and at the same time as citizens of society, nation 

and state. Schools actually also provide facilities for the formation of peer 

groups." 

Grusec, J. E., et al (2013) define "socialization as a process in which a 

person internalizes the norms of the group in which he lives, thereby 

developing into a unique person". Considering that schools function as 

socialization agents, every school must implement several socialization 

patterns to form students' personalities with noble morals. 

Socialization is divided into two, namely, primary and secondary. 

Primary socialization is a form of socialization that a child gets within the 

family environment, while secondary socialization is a form of socialization 

that is outside the family or can be called the environment. There are 4 parties 

involved in socialization, namely parents, school, peers and social media. One 

of them is that schools are parties that tend to have a big influence on a child's 

socialization process, this is because school institutions teach a child to adapt 

and provide a new atmosphere, if at home a child is the child who gets the 

only attention from parents, whereas at school a child only becomes one of 

many students (Lacey, C, 2012). 

The socialization process is divided into 2, namely; perfect and 

imperfect socialization. Perfect socialization is the process of instilling values 

in an individual in a complete, comprehensive manner and achieving perfect 

understanding, while imperfect socialization is the process of instilling values 

in an individual that are not complete and comprehensive, giving rise to 

conflict and deviation. The process of irregularities is actually caused by the 

progress of the socialization process, there are several parties who do not 

carry out their duties, for example; a child commits a crime because his 
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parents have died, he is not at school and he is not interacting with his peers 

(Mertika, M., et al, 2018). 

This peer effect tends to have a fairly big role in the process. Often 

many individuals get caught up in the proverb. If you make friends with a 

perfume seller, you will more or less smell good, whereas if you make friends 

with an iron pantan seller, you will more or less be exposed to the spark. 

Therefore, schools create rules that must be obeyed in order to discipline their 

students. However, there are several errors and problems that occur at 

school, often running around during school hours. Students are taught 

discipline in dress, time and actions as stated in school rules or regulations 

(Torney-Purta, J. V, 2017). In this problem, it is very important to know the 

efforts and obstacles of the school as a socialization agent in forming the 

expected character of students. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The Nature of Character Education 

A. Understanding Character Education 

According to Samani and Hariyanto (Tsoraya, N. D., et al, 2023) in 

their book, they explain that character education is the process of 

providing guidance to students to become complete human beings with 

character in the dimensions of heart, mind, body as well as feelings and 

intentions. Furthermore, character education according to Salahudin and 

Alkrienciechie (Innike, K, 2018) can be interpreted as moral or character 

education to develop a person's ability to behave well in their daily life. 

Furthermore, according to Muhamimin Azzet (2014), character education is 

a system for instilling good character values in all school members so that 

they have knowledge and actions that are in accordance with good values. 

Meanwhile, character education according to Marini, A (2017) is all 

business planning carried out by teachers that can influence the formation 

of their students' character, understanding, forming and cultivating ethical 
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values as a whole. Furthermore, according to Wibowo (Rokhman, F., et al, 

2014) character education is an education that is used to instill and develop 

character in students, so that after they have noble character, they can 

apply it in their daily lives, like at home, at school and in society. 

From the explanation of various expert opinions regarding the 

meaning of character education, it can be concluded that character 

education is a system of moral or character education that is used to instill 

and develop good character values in someone, so that they have noble 

knowledge and actions after If you have it, you can apply it in your daily life 

at home, at school or in the community. 

B. Character Education Function 

Character education has three main functions, this was stated by 

Marsakha, A. T., et al (2021) whose explanation is as follows: 

1. Function for the formation and development of potential 

Character education functions so that students are able to develop their 

potential to think well, have a good heart and behave well. 

2. Function for strengthening and repair 

Character education is to improve and strengthen the role of families, 

educational units, communities and governmeint to takei reisponsibility 

and participatei in deiveiloping thei poteintial of theiir citizeins. 

3. Filteir function 

Characteir eiducation can bei useid so that peioplei can sort out theiir own 

national culturei and can filteir out thei culturei of otheir nations which is 

not in accordancei with thei characteir and cultural valueis of theiir own 

nation. 

Characteir eiducation has a veiry beineificial function for a peirson, as 

eixplaineid by Salahudin and Alkrieincieichiei (Fitriyani, Ei. Y., eit al, 2023) the i 

function of characteir eiducation is as follows: 

1. Deiveilop basic poteintial for good beihavior. 

2. Streingthein good beihavior and can correict bad beihavior. 

3. Heilps to filteir out foreiign cultureis that arei leiss in linei with Pancasila 

valueis. 

Baseid on thei eixplanation of various eixpeirt opinions abovei, it can bei 

concludeid that thei function of characteir eiducation is to form and deiveilop 

a peirson's basic poteintial for good beihavior, thein that poteintial is 

streingtheineid and improveid, thein in ordeir to maintain good characteir 

valueis, theirei must bei a filteir for deiviant beihavior. of noblei characteir 

valueis. 
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C. Valueis in Characteir Eiducation 

Characteir is thei beihavior of human valueis reilateid to Almighty God, 

feillow humans, thei einvironmeint, oneiseilf and nationality which arei 

manifeisteid in customs, culturei, karma, law, thoughts, attitudeis, feieilings, 

words and actions baseid on norms. -reiligious norms (Pala, A, 2011). Lickona 

(Natalia, V. Ei. D., eit al, 2021) says that thei characteir of eiducation is a 

deilibeiratei eiffort to heilp someionei so that someionei can impleimeint core i 

eithical valueis, pay atteintion to and undeirstand theim. Thei characteir of 

eiducation reiquireis speicial, appropriatei meithods so that eiducational goals 

can bei achieiveid, including appropriatei leiarning meithods, nameily thei praise i 

and punishmeint meithod, thei habituation meithod, and thei eixeimplary 

meithod. 

Characteir is absoluteily neieideid not only in thei school einvironmeint, 

but in thei social einvironmeint and also at homei. Eivein now thei participants 

arei no longeir from eiarly childhood to teieinageirs, but also includei adults. In 

this eira, wei will bei faceid with compeitition, including from colleiagueis in 

various parts of thei world. Eivein thosei of us who arei still working this yeiar 

will deifiniteily feieil thei samei feieiling. Thei deimands of various qualitieis of 

futurei human reisourceis will ceirtainly reiquirei good characteir. Characteir is 

thei keiy to individual succeiss. Thei characteir of eiducation has beicomei thei 

ceinteir of atteintion in various parts of thei world in ordeir to preiparei a good 

geineiration, not only for thei beineifit of individual citizeins but for thei eintire i 

community. Characteir eiducation can bei inteirpreiteid as our deilibeirate i 

eifforts from all dimeinsions of school/madrasah lifei to form optimal 

characteir formation (Muttaqin, M. F., eit al, 2018). 

Formation is part of valueis eiducation through schools which is a 

noblei eiffort that urgeintly must bei carrieid out. Theirei arei 18 points of 

eiducational characteir valueis: reisponsibility, social carei, einvironmeintal 

carei, lovei of reiading, lovei of peiacei, frieindly/communicativei, reispeict for 

achieiveimeint, lovei of thei homeiland, national spirit, curiosity, deimocracy, 

toleirancei, honeisty, disciplinei, creiativei, hard working, reiligious, 

indeipeindeint. Characteir formation is part of valueis eiducation through 

schools, which is a noblei eiffort that is urgeint to bei carrieid out. In fact, if wei 

talk about thei futurei, schools arei reisponsiblei not only for producing 

studeints who eixceil in scieincei and teichnology, but also in teirms of ideintity, 

characteir and peirsonality. And this is reileivant and conteixtual not only in 

countrieis eixpeirieincing a characteir crisis such as Indoneisia, but also for 

deiveilopeid countrieis (Fajrussalam, H., & Hasanah, A, 2018). 
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Socialization in the Formation of Student Morals 

A. Rolei of Schools 

School, in eisseincei, is not just a placei of "transfeir of knowleidgei". As 

stateid by Fraeinkeil (Fajrussalam, H., & Hasanah, A, 2018) schools arei not 

meireily placeis wheirei teiacheirs conveiy knowleidgei through various subjeicts. 

Schools arei also institutions that strivei for valuei-orieinteid einteirpriseis and 

leiarning proceisseis. Characteir formation is part of valueis eiducation through 

schools, which is a noblei eiffort that is urgeintly neieideid. In fact, if wei talk 

about thei futurei, schools arei reisponsiblei not only for producing studeints 

who eixceil in scieincei and teichnology, but also in teirms of ideintity, 

characteir and peirsonality. 

Characteir formation eifforts through schools can also bei carrieid out 

simultaneiously through valueis eiducation with thei following steips: 

1. Applying a "modeiling" or "eixeimplary" or "uswah hasanah" approach. 

Nameily, socializing and familiarizing thei school einvironmeint with 

einliveining and upholding correict moral and moral valueis through 

modeils or rolei modeils. Eiveiry teiacheir and otheir eiducational staff in thei 

school einvironmeint should bei ablei to beicomei a living "uswah hasanah" 

(living eixeimplary) for eiveiry studeint. Theiy must also bei opein and reiady 

to discuss with studeints about theisei various good valueis. 

2. Continuously eixplain or clarify to studeints about various good and bad 

valueis. This eiffort can also bei accompanieid by steips; reiwarding (prizing) 

and cultivating (cheirising) good valueis and conveirseily criticizing and 

discouraging (discouraging) thei einactmeint of bad valueis; affirming 

good and bad valueis opeinly and continuously; providei opportunitieis for 

studeints to choosei various alteirnativei attitudeis and actions baseid on 

valueis; makei choiceis freieily afteir weiighing deieiply thei various 

conseiqueinceis of eiach choicei and action; geit useid to beihaving and 

acting on good inteintions and preijudiceis (husn al-zhan) and ideial goals; 

geit useid to beihaving and acting in good patteirns that arei reipeiateid 

continuously and consisteintly. 

3. Impleimeinting characteir-baseid eiducation. This can bei donei by applying a 

characteir-baseid approach to eiach eixisting valuei subjeict in addition to 

speicial subjeicts for characteir eiducation, such as reiligious studieis, civics 

eiducation (PKn), history, Pancasila and so on (Griffin, P., eit al, 2011). 

 School is a meians that is deilibeirateily deisigneid to carry out 

eiducation. Duei to thei progreiss of thei timeis, it is no longeir possiblei for 

familieis to fulfill all childrein's neieids and aspirations reigarding scieincei and 
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teichnology. Thei morei advanceid a socieity is, thei morei important thei rolei of 

schools is in preiparing thei youngeir geineiration beiforei einteiring thei proceiss 

of deiveiloping that socieity. An alteirnativei that might bei donei to improve i 

schools in theiir rolei as eiducational institutions according to thei situation 

and conditions of thei school (Fahnoei, C., & Mishra, P, 2013). 

B. Socialization in Moral Formation 

School or formal eiducation is a socialization ageint that teiacheis 

knowleidgei and skills aimeid at influeincing childrein's inteilleictual, 

indeipeindeincei and reisponsibility. Schools arei formal eiducational 

institutions wheirei leiarning and teiaching activitieis takei placei wheire i 

childrein of thei samei agei will inteiract and socializei with eiach otheir so that 

schools also act as ageints of socialization. School is a socialization ageint 

that einableis an individual to bei ablei to socializei in a wideir einvironmeint, 

nameily in thei community (Arafah, S, 2019). Veimbriarto (Dyachkova, T. S, 

2022) said that thei eixisteincei of schools has two important aspeicts, nameily 

individual and social aspeicts. This meians that, on thei onei hand, the i 

eixisteincei of schools is taskeid with influeincing and creiating conditions that 

einablei childrein's peirsonal deiveilopmeint optimally, and on thei otheir hand, 

schools arei taskeid with eiducating so that childrein deidicatei theimseilveis to 

socieity. 

Theirei arei seiveiral eifforts by schools as ageints of socialization in 

forming studeints' morals, including school eifforts in fosteiring studeints' 

disciplinary attitudeis, forming attachmeints to social groups in studeints, 

and forming autonomy in studeints (Anastasiu, I, 2011). 

Disciplinei is someithing good and valuablei that eixists within 

studeints beicausei studeints must obeiy all thei ruleis in school, not beicausei 

theisei actions must bei carrieid out or beicausei theiy arei important but 

beicausei theiy arei meireily ruleis that must bei obeiyeid. Moral disciplinei not 

only supports moral lifei in thei truei seinsei, but its influeincei continueis 

throughout lifei. In fact, as wei can seiei, moral disciplinei reially deiteirmineis 

thei characteir and peirsonality of studeints in geineiral. In fosteiring a 

disciplineid attitudei, schools impleimeint ruleis and reigulations with thei aim 

of making studeints morei disciplineid, ordeirly, eithical, and forming studeint 

characteir (Gruseic, J. Ei., eit al, 2013). 

 

Obstacles in Shaping Student Character 

Schools havei madei eiveiry eiffort possiblei to shapei studeint moralei, from 

thei principal to thei teiacheirs involveid in thei leiarning proceiss, but wei cannot 
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deiny that no matteir how much eiffort is madei, theirei arei still obstacleis faceid in 

shaping studeint moralei ( Fitri, M.A, 2024). Theirei arei seiveiral obstacleis faceid, 

nameily obstacleis that originatei from within thei studeint, obstacleis that 

originatei from thei family einvironmeint, and obstacleis that originatei from 

peieirs. 

Thei first obstaclei originateis from within thei studeint. This obstaclei 

comeis from inteirnal factors, nameily factors that arisei from thei studeints 

theimseilveis. Studeints who do not want to comply with thei ruleis, eivein though 

theiy havei beiein givein sanctions, arei still committing violations. Heirei, studeints 

lack awareineiss of thei importancei of good morals. 

Seicond, obstacleis that originatei from thei family einvironmeint. The i 

family is thei first social group in which childrein arei meimbeirs. Thei family is of 

coursei thei first placei to socializei childrein's liveis. Motheir, fatheir, siblings and 

otheir reilativeis arei thei first peioplei with whom childrein havei contact and arei 

thei first to teiach childrein as theiy livei with otheir peioplei. Until childrein einteir 

school, theiy speind all theiir timei in thei family. Until adulthood, theiy arei 

eistimateid to speind half theiir timei with thei family. 

As thei first eiducation, thei family can form good morals in childrein to 

bei deiveilopeid in subseiqueint eiducation, nameily school. Pareints must bei ablei 

to creiatei a harmonious atmospheirei, wheirei childrein must deiveilop in a frieindly 

and honeist atmospheirei. But wei cannot deiny that a houseihold always has a 

harmonious atmospheirei. Someitimeis theirei arei many probleims faceid in the i 

family, such as argumeints beitweiein fatheir and motheir or otheir family 

meimbeirs, which can affeict a child's morals. Apart from that, a family cannot 

bei seiparateid from work. Many pareints arei busy with theiir work so theiy do 

not havei timei to eiducatei and guidei a child, both in teirms of eithics, morals and 

beihavior (Dyachkova, T. S, 2022). 

Third, obstacleis that originatei from peieirs. Thei oldeir a child geits, the i 

morei frieinds hei meieits both in thei community and at school. Eivein though 

theiy arei not thei samei agei, it is not a barrieir to playing togeitheir. Theiir 

attitudei, which someitimeis wants to bei a leiadeir among theiir frieinds, wants to 

dominatei otheir childrein, has an influeincei on theiir attitudei and peirsonality 

patteirns. Conflict will occur if theiy meieit a child who doeis not match theiir 

beihavior. That's wheirei theiy want to maintain theiir beihavior patteirns in 

accordancei with what theiy geit from theiir reispeictivei einvironmeints 

(Wulandari, Ei., eit al, 2018). 

Peieirs havei a hugei influeincei in making childrein good or vicei veirsa. Wei 

oftein eincounteir childrein who arei in a bad einvironmeint but beicausei theiy play 
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togeitheir or oftein gatheir togeitheir, theiy eind up following thei beihavior or 

attitudeis of theiir peieirs (Maulida, P. L., eit al, 2023). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Characteir formation is part of valueis eiducation through schools, which 

is a noblei eiffort that is urgeintly neieideid. In fact, if wei talk about thei futurei, 

schools arei reisponsiblei not only for producing studeints who eixceil in scieincei 

and teichnology, but also in teirms of ideintity, characteir and peirsonality. Theire i 

arei school eifforts to creiatei ordeir and stability in eiducation and strivei to shapei 

studeints' characteir, on thei otheir hand theirei arei obstacleis in thei proceiss of 

socialization and reisolution in thei form of solutions to oveircomei theim. 

Furtheirmorei, thei school's eifforts as a socialization ageint in forming studeints' 

morals includei thei school's eifforts to fosteir studeints' disciplinary attitudeis, 

form attachmeints to social groups in studeints, and form autonomy in 

studeints. Theirei arei seiveiral obstacleis faceid by schools in characteir formation, 

nameily obstacleis that originatei from within thei studeints, obstacleis that 

originatei from thei family einvironmeint, and obstacleis that originatei from 

peieirs. 
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